
Find out why inside



AUSTRALIA IS MISSING OUT
The world is changing because of broadband internet.
And Australia must do whatever it takes to keep up.

If government and regulators don’t allow the next
wave of internet investment, Australia will be left
behind.... as our global competitors work even smarter
and faster.

LAGGING IN BROADBAND PENETRATION

BROADBAND SUBSCRIBERS PER 100 INHABITANTS, 2006

Instead of subsidising foreign telcos at Telstra’s expense,
government and regulators should give Telstra a fair

go so it can invest in the broadband infrastructure
needed to provide high-level services.

Source: Mark Christensen, leading economic adviser and academic, December 2006.
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Australia is only 17th!
 17th of 30 developed countries

in broadband penetration.
 25th in the world in available

internet bandwidth.

 15th in the world in
networked readiness

Sources: OECD, WEF.

The Telstra ruckus is about a blind belief that competition
automatically delivers what the nation really needs. Until that
fiction is acknowledged we risk continuing to go round in circles
and missing the boat on needed broadband investment.



WHY IS HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND
SO IMPORTANT?

 Economy – an independent report to government has
estimated high-speed broadband will bring economic
benefits of $12b to $30b* per year.

 Smallbusiness– lower costs, fast 24houraccess to
customers and suppliers worldwide.

 Regional – eliminates the tyranny of distance, putting
the bush on an equal footing.

 E-learning – interactive remote education, online
testing, sophisticated learning tools.

 Telehealth – remote diagnosis and treatment.
*Source: The Broadband Advisory Group’s Report to Government, 2003.

We need your help.

This investment is so
important to Australia
that we ALL need to put
pressure on government
and regulators to make
sure it happens.

GET ACTIVE.

“In Australia we only have a couple of million people
on broadband and they don’t even get 1 Mb. I think it’s
a disgrace. They can do it Japan, they can do it in
South Korea. We should be able to do it here.”

We need to tell them to create a level playing field and
get rid of regulations that only apply to Telstra and stifle
investment in high-speed broadband.

Broadband is ‘adisgrace’



TELSTRA’S BROADBAND

AUSTRALIA CAMPAIGN

(BACK TELSTRA) IS A

GRASSROOTS EFFORT

Australia’s competitiveness depends on Telstra’s
shareholders, staff, customers and everyone who
supports faster broadband having their say.

Send a clear message to government and regulators that
backward looking regulation should not get in the way
of high-speed broadband and a stronger economy.

YOU CAN...
Help by doing any of the following:

1. Register as a Telstra Active Supporter at

www.nowwearetalking.com.au

2. Talk to family, friends and colleagues

3. Contact your local Federal MP

4. Contact the ACCC

5. Organise a community meeting

6. Set up a local supporters group

7. Write letters to the editor of newspapers

8. Ring talkback radio

9. Involve infl uential community members

10.Visit nowwearetalking.com.au
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